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Foreword

The ability to communicate is the ability to connect
to our own history, our families, and the world. The
stories in this collection celebrate the power of
adults who improved their ability to communicate
by learning to read as adults. The themes of hope,
courage, and humor you will find in these individual
pieces are reflected from the lives of those who

wrote them.

| was privileged to attend the Adult Learner Day at
the State Capitol this year. Designed to recognize
the accomplishments of those adults who have the
drive, the grit, and the desire to better themselves
by improving their reading and writing skills, the
ceremony was held appropriately in the Governor’s
Blue Room—the site of many press conferences and
important events. Present were Lieutenant Governor
Jari Askins, Senator John Ford, and Representative
Ken Miller. The event was held during the legislative

session at the busiest time of the year for all three of
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these elected officials. Yet they made time to come
to the event and stay to hear the stories of the two
adult learners who spoke about their life journies
and what improving their ability to read has meant
to them. All of these officials spoke about the power
of these life stories and about the courage of those
who shared them. | was deeply moved by these
adult learners and by the reaction of those officials
there to honor them. I hope you will have that same

experience as you read these stories.

We all need inspiration and a connection to others.
As you read these authors’stories, | believe you will
find them to be heroes. A remarkable book called
The Worst Hard Time is about how the dust bowl days
in Oklahoma made the lives of the people living
through them concrete and real. As hard as the lives
of those who lived through the dust bowl were, at
least it was a shared experience. For the authors of
these stories, they lived through their own “worst

hard time,” often isolated and ashamed. From their
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own pain, however, have come accomplishment and
the desire to help others. Our authors are a witness
that you can—with hope, courage, and humor—
achieve your dream.

Susan McVey

Director, Oklahoma Department of Libraries
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paper
with the
breathings
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heart.”
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I Was Proud

I am proud of myself when I am at school, and I
read all by myself. Nobody helps me. I am happy
because I applied myself.

I am proud of myself
when I am at work.
[ answered the shop
phone, and I said
“Classic Detail Shop.
How may I help you?” Ampe s
I was able to help the cus-

tomer. Someone walked in the shop, and I said

“How may I help you?” I was able to get her help,

too. I write down the date and their orders.

I am proud of myself in tutoring. I am making
words. I am learning the sounds and putting

them together. I am also learning to read recipes.

Amber Lins = Ruth G. Hardman Adult Literacy Service, Tulsa
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April ‘til Now

My name is April Hawkins. When I was 2%
years old I fell into a swimming pool. My Aunt
Deanna pulled me out of the water. Thanks to
her and the fact that the water was so cold I was
saved from dying. They said I was under water
for 10 minutes. It caused me to have cerebral
palsy. I spent several years in physical therapy,
occupational therapy and speech therapy. I am
a survivor. I am 27 years old now and I am in
a motorized wheelchair. I currently live with
my Dad and Stepmother. I can’t drive. I have
to schedule a handicapped bus to go anywhere
that’s not close to my house. If it’s close I will
take myself in my wheelchair or my Dad will
take me. I live fairly close to a shopping center
with a Target and other stores and a lot of eat-
ing places. I can drive my wheelchair there if

the weather is nice. I have several friends that I
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sometimes do stuff with like go to the mall, to

the movies, or out to eat.

My goal is to be able to live on my own and take
care of myself with a minimum amount of help. I
have my own home based business. I take orders
and then distribute them. I use the computer
for all my orders. I want to take the business
course at Mid Del Technology in order to run
my business better. I took the entrance exam to
enroll and discovered that I needed help with my
| reading and math.
was very discour-
aged and spent
several weeks be-

ing very depressed.

But I just couldn’t
April Hawkins give up. I don't re-
member how I found out about the Literacy
Link, but I called and talked to John Amicon.

He was very helpful and encouraging. He found
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me a reading tutor. Her name is
Patricia. I meet with her twice a

week for 2 hours. He also found

me a tutor for math named John.

I meet with him on the same day at the library.
That way it doesn’t cost me so much for the bus.
[ am also enrolled in a GED class at the Mid Del
Technology School in Midwest City. Things are
looking a lot more positive. I have met a lot of
people and made a lot of friends at the library.
I have even found that I can help some of the
other students by encouraging them not to give

up on their goals.

My five year plan is to be through school and
working with computers on some level. I have a
boyfriend named Mike. [ am going to volunteer
at the Literacy Link when I get out of school so I
can help someone else be able to read and there-
fore better their life. Thanks to all the people at
the Literacy Link and the support of my family,
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my friends, and my boyfriend my five year plan
is looking a lot better. If I could say one more
thing, it would be, don’t ever give up on anything
you want in life. Keep going with whatever it

may be. You can do it.

April Hawkins =. Literacy Link, Midwest City

Danielle’s Story

My name is Danielle Morris. I am a student at
the Midwest City Literacy Link. I have been
an adult learner for several years. When I first
found out about Literacy Link, I was nervous and
embarrassed to talk to people about not being
able to read. You see, I am dyslexic. It took a lot
of courage to show up that first time, but then
I saw that I was not alone. I have learned that
you shouldn’t be afraid because there are a lot
of people out there who have problems learn-

ing to read.
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There are a lot of programs in Oklahoma to help
you if you really want help. The Literacy Link
here in Midwest City has

a great program. They
have tutors to work
with you one on one.

I have a great tutor. I
meet with her twice a
week for two hours after ~ Paniefje Mot®*®
I get off work. She has helped me

so much. I feel a lot more confident now and I

am excited about learning.

There are a lot of things I would like to do with
my life. I work for a company that contracts
with Tinker A.E.B. to do their housekeeping. I
want to be able to get a better job. If I could get
an entry level job at Tinker I could continue my
education and work myself into a better position
that pays more. Then I would be able to do a lot

more of the things in life that I want.
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I plan on getting married some day and would
love to have children. I want to be someone
they can look up to and use as a positive role
model. I want to be able to read them a bedtime
story and help them with their homework. To
be involved in their life and guide them in the
right direction. To make a place for them that

is safe and secure.

I am glad to be able to tell others how much this
program is helping me. I know I still have a lot
of hard work left to do, but I am not going to
give up. I would love to be able to talk to other
people with learning disabilities and to encour-
age them and empower them to seek help and
learn to read. It is possible. I want to walk into
this library one day and give someone else the
same chance Literacy has given me. Then I will

feel like a success.

Danielle Morris =- Literacy Link, Midwest City
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Story of Courage

I was fourteen years old when I started wrestling.
It was one of the toughest sports that [ have ever
participated in at school. My first week starting
out for practice I didn’t know anything about
wrestling. [ was getting beat, wearing myself out.
By the time practice was over I couldn’t even
move my body. The second day of practice my
coach pulled me to the side and another partner
and I ran drills for the next two weeks until I

learned how to wrestle with a technique.

Two weeks before our first duel I practiced ev-
ery day and ran two miles a day to be in shape
for my first wrestling match. After all the hard
work I put in, I lost my first match. It made me
feel so bad I almost cried. It was as if I worked
hard for nothing. My coach pulled me to the
side and said, “It’s okay. It’s your first match. It’s
going to take a lot more work to succeed and

to be a winner. Our next duel will be in three
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weeks. Hit the showers because we have a lot

of work to do”

I said in my head, “Maybe I am not strong enough
for this sport.” So I ended up quitting. The next
day the whole wrestling team said, “You ain’t
quitting!” So I thought about it for the next two
days and couldn't help it but to return back to

the team.

It was a hard eighth grade year for me. My first
month into wrestling I was already hurt and
already beat. I didn’t have anywhere else to
turn, but to my coach. I practiced wrestling for
three months be-
fore I got to wrestle
again. It was some
long and hard prac-
tice days. My first

tournament was in

a week. Everybody

Daron Carpenter
gets to wrestle.
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Now it’s tournament day and I feel that I'm
ready. I feel that I'm stronger than ever before.
I'm sitting on the bench looking at my weight
bracket. There were 25 people in my weight
bracket and I was right in the middle of it. So I
sat there and waited for my name to be called.
Coach said, “Hang on a minute. Loosen your
body up and quit being so scared” And I said
to myself, “Wake up, Daron. Wake up, Daron.”
And about that time they called my name. [ was
never so scared walking out on that wrestling
mat. We shook hands, went to our marks and

waited for the ref to blow the whistle.

About the time the whistle blew, I stalled. My
opponent attacked me and got a two point take-
down on me. [ looked up and all I could see was
my coach screaming at me. There was so much
going on I didn’t understand a word he said.
About that time I started moving, head to head

with him. He locked up with me. We unhooked
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each other. He locked back up again. And the
next thing I knew I had him in a chicken wing
and a half headlock. It took me only two minutes
to pin him. I never felt like this before. I was the
happiest wrestler that day. I could thank nobody
else, but my coach and teammates for pulling

me back into wrestling.

Daron Carpenter =- Miami Literacy Council

Defeating Barriers

Illiterate people have to find ways to figure things
out in order to cope with everyday activities.
To continue to go
on from day to day
with this handicap
is a sign of courage

to me.

My name is Donald

Donald Hunter Hunter. As long as
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I can remember, I have tried to understand the
reading process. I could never figure it out so
I thought there was something wrong with my

brain.

In the fall of 2007 at 58 years old, I joined an
adult reading program in Midwest City. Through
this program, I have gained the courage to apply
for a better position which will increase my pay

and have gained confidence in my current job.

Before this program, I had few options to meet
my goal of going to culinary school. Cooking is
my passion. Now I know it will be a journey of
courage to accomplish this goal, but I am going

to make it one way or another.

Donald Hunter =- Literacy Link, Midwest City
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Why I Want to Learn

I want to learn English because of something

that happened in my family.

When my son
Humberto was four
years old he was

diagnosed with a

kidney disease.

/ / We were living in
a ‘Gabriela Hernandez California at that
time, and I had a good friend who was helping
me. She would drive me to the doctor’s appoint-

ments and to the hospital, and interpret for me.

In 1994 when we moved to Oklahoma, we had
to work with the doctors and hospitals by our-
selves. It was very difficult because I did not
speak English. I didn’t know what medications
Humberto was taking or what they were for. At

that time I did not know that the doctor did not
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renew Humberto’s blood pressure medication.
For six years his blood pressure was not treated,
despite obvious symptoms. I tried to explain to
the doctor. Six months later Humberto had a
stroke. He was in a coma for five months before
he died. He was only 11 years old. While he was
in the hospital, I learned to talk with and to un-

derstand the doctors and nurses.

Because of this I gained the courage to learn
English better. Before, I was afraid to take the
step. When I found out the literacy council had
one-on-one tutoring, I felt more confident about

calling.

Whenever I meet someone who does not speak
English well, I encourage that person to call the
literacy council. People will need to know that

it is never too late to start.

Gabriela Hernandez

=+ Rogers County Literacy Council, Claremore
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School Day Blues

My name is Gary Don Potter. I was born to
Oren and Wilma Potter in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
I have four broth-
ers and one sister.
There are six in our
family altogether. I
was the third child.

I went to school in

Gary Don Potter Coweta. I did not

like school. The teachers were not nice to me.
They would always shake me, hit my hand, put
me in the hall, or take me to the principal’s office
for a paddling. I never knew what I did or didn’t

do to get this kind of treatment.

By the time I was in the sixth grade, I started
missing a lot of school. I would ride my bike to
the creek and play around until the afternoon

then I would ride to the top of the hill where I
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could see the school buses. When the buses left
to take the kids home, I knew it was time for me

to go home.

I finally just quit trying to go

to school. My sister and one
of my brothers had moved
to Jay so I came to stay
with them. I worked differ-
ent jobs, but mostly I worked at

the poultry plant. It was hard for me to fill out

work applications because I couldn’t read.

I got married and have a daughter who is nine.
I knew I wanted to stay out of trouble for her
sake. [ also wanted to be an example for her. I got
started in some Adult Basic Education Classes,
and later got on TANE. I then got into the literacy
class. This class has helped me to read better
and understand what I read. I can also fill out
applications and other papers I need to fill out

because [ understand what they want me to do.
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I am very thankful for this class and to the TANF

Program.

Gary Don Potter = Delaware County TANF Class, Jay

Courage to Change

I have been so proud of myself for several reasons
and it all started by getting involved with the
Great Plains Literacy Council. Two and one-half
years ago, I was a two-pack-a-day smoker, and
my reading skills were very low. The Taliaferro
Mental Health Center recommended that I
contact the literacy program. They even took
me to the Altus Public Library to learn about the
Great Plains Literacy Council. From then on, it

has been exciting and yet challenging!

I have been reading so many stories about dif-
ferent people in good and bad situations in the
Challenger series. Sometimes I get stuck on

words, but my tutors have helped me figure
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them out. I am so proud of all my tutors—
Miguel Agosto, Kay Waldroop,

and currently Marjorie

Daniels. I know the
more I read the more
I learn. That encour-
ages me to keep im-

proving. It takes cour-

H, - e 4}
age to keep trying to read arold Wils©

books, newspapers, signs and magazines.

Another courageous thing that I have been doing
is using the computer to improve my reading
and writing. That has been fun, but I thought it
would be hard since I didn’t take any computer
classes in school. I try to go to the Altus Public
Library to use the literacy computer several

times a week outside my weekly tutoring session.

It has also taken some courage to attend literacy
meetings away from Altus. I am glad to have

gone and gotten involved. In the past two years,
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I was selected to attend three State Learner
Conferences in Oklahoma City and the State
Literacy Conference in Norman. I even was
a student representative at a quarterly board
meeting of the Great Plains Literacy Council.
I spoke about going to the state meeting to the
board members and literacy staff. Speaking
before them really took real courage as I was
scared to death, but I am so happy to be learn-

ing and reading.

Also, I stopped smoking two and one-half years
ago. That habit takes courage to change, and I
am proud of my “kicking the habit” of smoking,
and filling my time with better things like read-
ing and helping my friends.

Harold Wilson =. Great Plains Literacy Council, Altus
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Courage to Get Involved

I was born with
cerebral palsy. It
took courage to
even walk or hold
a pencil. After high

school graduation,

I knew I couldn’t Harry Nolen

read well or up to my potential. Kayla James
offered to tutor me in September 2005 with ma-
terials from the Great Plains Literacy Council.
She has continued through the years as my tutor
and has taught me how to read better plus how

to enjoy reading.

During the winter, I knew I wanted a challenge to
go to college. With help from my tutor, I was able
to enroll in a few courses at Western Oklahoma
State College. It has taken courage to further my
education. I am so thankful that my tutor Kayla

has been helping me twice a week now.
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Every Tuesday and Thursday morning, I ride the
bus to college. Also I have to really organize my
time to get my lessons done and to carry out my
job responsibilities. I am an intern with the youth
ministry for the Altus First Baptist Church. I
teach the 8th grade boys Sunday school class and

have other responsibilities with that position.

I know I am learning from my involvement
because of the opportunities that God affords
me. I want more courage to be involved with

learning about God and the world around me.

Harry Nolen =. Great Plains Literacy Council, Altus

My First Airplane Ride

We got to the airport in Las Vegas and [ was very
nervous. We had to go through the metal detec-
tor; we had to take off our shoes, our watches
and necklace and went through. We sat up there

at the airport at Gate 9 waiting to get on the
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airplane. We went down this hallway thing and
turned to get on the airplane. Whatever that was,
it popped and I was going back ‘cause I didn’t

know what that was.

We found our seats and they told us to buckle
our seatbelts. I'm bagged up like a car and I
thought oh man, this is going to be cool. So it
started down this runway thing, it slowed up
then it picked up speed and then it just shot off in
the air. I started screaming. Then the lady got on
the thing and told us we were at 10,000 feet and

that was it. From there it went smooth sailing.

We got to Tulsa about 11:00, but the landing got
me. [ thought we were going to turn over. But I
like it now, I got used to it. Now we’re going to

fly to California.

Johnnie Bishop
=. Ruth G. Hardman Adult Literacy Service, Tulsa
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The Courage
[ Thought I Didn’t Have

Three years ago,
almost four, I went
back to school. At
first, I felt that I
couldn’t do it. I was

too old and with

Joyce Miller things I had gone
through, I thought my brain was down, cells
were fried, and I would not be able to learn. My
family, as well as my church family, were very
encouraging. Although all of these people were
telling me that I could do it, my mind was always

saying, “Um, no. It’s too hard”

However, [ wanted my diploma and education so
much. I kept praying to the lord to give me the
strength and ability to learn, and to understand

what I was learning. I started applying myself and



26 Celebrating Our Journey—Volume 5

the more I read, the more I enjoyed it. I started
loving math and other subjects. My life started
changing right in front of me. I started feeling
very elated and I knew I could now encourage

myself to keep going. This was important to me.

I had the courage to go back and start school;
because of it my life has begun to change. I am
now completing things I thought I could never
do. I have spoken at school functions and even
take part in events at my church. I am not afraid
anymore. The school I attend is Opportunities
Industrialization Center (OIC). That was the
best choice I could have made in my life. So see,
I found the courage I thought I did not have. I
am getting ready in a couple of days to take the
exam for the GED and already, the courage I
now have is causing me to anticipate my next

adventure in life.

Joyce Miller

=% Opportunities Industrialization Center, Oklahoma City
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Hero

My daughter called me the other day and she
said I was her hero, and we talked on and on. I
thought, “How am I her hero?” She was saying
how she was able to do things in high school
and college, but I knew it did not come easy. My
job had a lot of overtime. If my son or daughter
had something they wanted to do in school, it
cost money. So I worked a lot of overtime to
help them get what they wanted. So I thought,
“Who is my hero?”

Back in the early sixties I knew a man that
worked very hard. He did construction on streets
and roads. But he had another job. When he
was a young man he learned how to farm fruits
and vegetables. So in time, he married a very

beautiful lady.

They did not have many things, but they had chil-

dren. His construction job did not pay enough
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money to pay the bills and feed his children. So
he had to do something. He began to buy seeds
to grow corn, beans, potatoes, peaches, pears,
tomatoes, okra and sweet potatoes, and many
more fruits and vegetables. Back in those days
you could put fruits and vegetables in glass jars
to store them through the winter. In the sum-
mer he and his cousins would get together on a
Saturday and kill pigs and hogs all day for meat.
It would be a big feast.

As the years went by he had eleven children,
six boys and five girls. His farming skills made
him a good farmer. He was being a provider for
his family just like my overtime was to provide
for my family. From this man I learned to do
whatever it takes to be a provider. This man is

my hero and my father.

Larry D. Ezell

=» Community Literacy Centers, Inc., Oklahoma City
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Courage

I was afraid to go to a literacy class at first, but
I kept thinking about the times that I could
not read a newspaper or a magazine. I also
thought about when someone would ask me,

“Did you read what happened

to Mr. Smith in the paper?”
[ would just look down and
say, “Yes, wasn’t that bad for
Mr. Smith”

I had the courage to get help with a literacy
program. Now I can read better, and now I am
proud of myself for taking that big step. I would
tell others like me not to be afraid to take that
step to find a program to help you learn more.
I am now reading better, spelling better, and I

am also writing stories.

Larry D. Ezell

=» Community Literacy Centers, Inc., Oklahoma City
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Learning to Read

[ am proud to be in the literacy program, be-
cause they taught
me how to read and

write.

I could not read

anything, but now

I can read quite a

g

" Lois Thurston bit. If it wasn’t for
the literacy program [ would not be able to read
at all. I was amazed to find out that I could read
little books like Dick & Jane and In the Valley.
Now we are reading a book about President
Abraham Lincoln for the book club that we be-
long to. I am so glad that I can read and write.
They are missing out on a lot of things. This
program is a very good program. They should
have it in every city or town. It should be known

more than it is by those who aren’t able to read.
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This program should be funded more because

it is so important.

I have raised six children and they have grown
up very well. I wish I would have known how to
read and write back then. I had a nursing aide
job and had to study the book very hard to get
the job. Now I can read the map a little to get to
where I want to go. My tutor helps me a lot if I
get stuck on big words. Sometimes the word is
so big I get confused and we chuckle about it.
Sometimes it surprises me that I know some of

the big words without even thinking.

One of the books we read had slang phrases in
it that I never had heard before and I asked the
tutor what it meant and we laughed about it and
asked why the people don't speak English. I was
raised in New England and not used to hearing
all of the slang that people here have heard all
their life and I laugh and say they talk funny, but

they say the same about me.
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My age is 70 and if I had known that this pro-
gram was out earlier, I would have been able to
read and write a long time ago. The program has
computers that we use to learn more things and
maybe some day I can write to my children on
the computer. I do know how to drive. I took the
test and passed it. I can do things without being
afraid. Everyone at the Literacy program helps
me when I get stuck on something. I am so glad
to have good friends. Maybe some day I will be

able to teach someone else to read.

Lois Thurston =. Creek County Literacy Program, Sapulpa

The Courage to
Go Back to School

I am a single parent. My daughter and son are
both in third grade. My life has been hard, and
I have had to work hard to support my children

and myself.
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I met a young man while I was in high school

and he asked me to go steady with him.

Later we found out I was pregnant with my
daughter. He quit school
and got a job while I con-
tinued to finish school.

Not long after I had my

daughter, I found out I
was pregnant again with my son. That year we
got married. The marriage did not last as we

had problems.

Now [ am attending Success Class with the Great
Plains Literacy Council. I want to brush up o