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My STORY 

Natural Cathedral 

 
Our family lived on the trail that Washington Irving followed on his way 
through Tulsa.  My dad and my grandpa told me all about him ς often.  
Grandpa loved Fort Gibson, another spot on the trail, but for dad it was 
the neighborhood.  Every time my dad and I came over the ridge east of 
the river, I would hear about the Robin Hood Scene that Irving saw.  Dad 
would say that Mr. Irving came over the same ridge into the Arkansas 
River Valley.  Dad would talk about the huge fires and the tents and the 
young rangers that Irving and his friends saw in 1832.  He would 
encourage me to think about the smells of the fires and the roasting 
venison. We would wonder together about what men would smell like 
who didƴΩt use much soap and had no washing machines. While we 
talked and he told his stories, I would imagine. 

 
Since IrvingΩs Tour was in autumn, that time of year would bring it back to 
mind. On Halloween we had huge bonfires in our back yard.  There we 
would roast wieners and marshmallows on long, strong sticks.  My dad 
and I would take the short walk down to the river to find and whitt le 
those sticks.  By the time we took the trip to the Arkansas River through 
golden trees and leaves as crisp as the weather, dad was in the mood for stories.  He would ask me if I thought 
the huge trees arched above us, looked like the roof of a cathedral.  Of course I did. Certainly it was as beautiful 
and sacred as any church IΩd ever been in. And the trees with their deep shadows at noon were just the least bit 
scary too.  Daddy would suggest that maybe Irving camped right at this place on the river, right where we were 
whitt ling sticks.  Later in the evening darkness as we placed the food on the sticks, as we roasted and ate, the 
firelight would bounce off the huge trees in my yard and again I would remember Irving and I would imagine. 
 
I hope that as you enjoy this 21st Century Tour that recreates Washington IrvingΩs 19th Century Tour, you can 
imagine too. I hope you can enjoy today and get delightful glimpses into yesterday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2017 Julia Brady Ratliff (918) 743-5751 
juliabrady@cox.net 

mailto:juliabrady@cox.net
mailto:juliabrady@cox.net
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A Tour on the Prairies 

October 10, 1832 ς November 9, 1832 
 

Autumn was perfect that year.  There were days with a pure transparent atmosphere that seemed to 
bathe the very heart with gladness, sunsets of a clear apple green, and calm beautiful nights.  Even 
experiences with fire and water were nothing more than counter notes to all the perfection. Washington 
Irving, author of The Tales of Sleepy Hollow, enjoyed a month long Tour in what would be Oklahoma in 
1832.  He told us all about it in the book he called A Tour on the Prairies.  He saw a West that has 
disappeared forever, yet one that still exists.  For example the prairies, the hardwood forests, and the 
Cross Timbers are diminished, but still on the trail. The Muscogee Creeks, the Osages, the Delawares, the 
Pawnees, and the Cherokees are still with us here in Oklahoma.  Now they are our friends and neighbors, 
our teachers and our preachers, our doctors and our lawyers.  Before you start to meet everyone else, 
you need to know something about the author and Tourist. 
 

Who is Washington Irving? 

A 19th Century Author who is popular in the 21st Century 
New Editions 

                                      

       1985         2004               2005           2007 
Tales of Sleepy Hollow 

Headless Horseman and Rip Van Winkle 
Tales from the Alhambra 

The Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus 
The Life of George Washington 

A Tour on the Prairies 
Prince of Birds, Adapted from an Irving Story 

Three Western Narratives, A Tour is one of the Three  
The Original Knickerbocker, Washington Irving Biography 

 

 An Exemplary American 
1832 Super Star Author 
Ambassador to Spain 

Friend Extraordinary to All, Great and Common 
2007 Star Author 

He has 95 Books in the Tulsa City-County Libraries. 

A Friend to his Fellow Travelers 
And those travelers were an excitable teenager, Count Albert Alexandre de Pourtalès, a brilliant Renaissance 

Man, Charles Joseph Latrobe, and a nearly perfect Commissioner to the Indians, Henry Leavitt Ellsworth. 
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Why did Washington Irving come West? 
 

In the autumn of 1832 Washington Irving and three friends came west for adventure, for research, and for 
buffalo.  A series of events had to take place to bring them here to Oklahoma.  If any of these events had not 
occurred, the Tour would never have included Irving and friends and A Tour on the Prairies, an incomparable 
view of the American West, would not have been possible. 

1.  The Indian Removal Bill was passed on June 30, 1830. 
2.  Southeastern Indians would be forced to new homes in Oklahoma. 
3.  In 1832, Commissioners were appointed to help prepare for the Removal. 
4.  One Commissioner resigned. 
5.  Henry Leavitt Ellsworth took his place and headed west. 
6.  Washington Irving came home to America in 1832. 
7.  As Irving boarded the ship homeward, he met a scholar and a teenager. 
8.  The three became friends as they traveled from Europe to America together. 
9.  Irving the author, Charles Joseph Latrobe the scholar, Count Albert-Alexandre de Pourtalès the 

teenager, and Henry Leavitt Ellsworth the Commissioner headed west from New York toward Detroit. 
10. All four travelers boarded a ship and began to see Lake Erie. 
11. They met and after discussion decided to continue west together. 
12. They forgot all about Detroit. 
13. They headed south to the Ohio River, and toward St. Louis. 
14. They met Colonel Auguste Pierre Chouteau of the great French trading family, when they reached 

St. Louis. 
15. Chouteau needed to take a trip from St. Louis to his home near Fort Gibson so 

he accompanied Commissioner Ellsworth, and the other Tourists. 
16. On June 15, 1832, Secretary of War Lewis Cass called for the recruitment of a ranger battalion.  

Rangers were mounted soldiers, a better match for the Indian 
horsemen of the prairies. 

17. Captain Jesse Bean recruited rangers in Arkansas and came to Fort Gibson. 
18. When Ellsworth and Irving reached Fort Gibson, the rangers were already traveling out toward 

the prairies. 
19. Ellsworth and Irving decided to follow the rangers and they did. 
20. Ellsworth and Irving met Pourtalès and Latrobe at Three Forks and they left together. 
21. They met the rangers in Tulsa, before it was Tulsa. 
22. A Tour on the Prairies started and ended at Fort Gibson. 

Autumn 1832 in Oklahoma 

Ellsworth, Henry Leavitt.  Washington Irving on the Prairie or a Narrative of a Tour of the Southwest in the Year 
1832.  New York: American Book Company, 1937.  (HLE)  

Irving, Washington.  A Tour on the Prairies. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1956. (WI)  

Irving, Washington.  The Western Journals of Washington Irving.  Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1944. 
(WIWJ) 

Latrobe, Charles Joseph.  The Rambler in Oklahoma, LatrobeΩs Tour with Washington Irving. Oklahoma City: 
Harlow Publishing Corporation, 1955. (CJL)  

Pourtalès, Albert Alexandre. On the Western Tour with Washington Irving, The Journal and Letters of Count de 
Pourtalès.  Norman: University of Oklahoma Press: Norman, 1968. (CP) 
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A Tourist in the West, Autumn 1832 

Washington Irving Meeting the Osage 
East of Tulsa near the Arkansas River on October 12, 1832 

Oklahoma State Senate Art, at Capitol  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(At the Osage village) We found that all the young men of the village had departed on a 

hunting expedition, leaving the women and children and old men behind.  WI 

 

Where did A Tour on the Prairies take place? 
The information about the date and crossing of each of these Oklahoma Rivers is presented in Washington 

IrvingΩǎ own words in A Tour on the Prairies. 

¶ Start at Fort Gibson, October 10, 1832. 
¶ Across the Grand and Verdigris Rivers, October 10, 1832.  
¶ East along Arkansas River, October 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 1832. 
¶ West across Arkansas River, north of Cimarron River, October 15, 1832.  
¶ West, traveling north of Cimarron River, October 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 1832. 
¶ South across the Cimarron River, October 22, 1832. 
¶ South from Cimarron River to North Canadian River, October 22, 23, 24, 25, 1832. 
¶ South across North Canadian River. October 25, 1832 
¶ South across the Little River, October 31, 1832. East across the 

Little River, November 1, 1832. 
¶ North across the North Canadian River, November 3, 1832. 
¶ East across the Deep Fork River, November 6, 1832. North across 

the Arkansas River, November 8, 1832. 
¶ East across the Verdigris River, November 8, 1832. East across the 

Grand River, November 9, 1832. 
¶ Return to Fort Gibson, November 9, 1832. 
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Maps 

 

Early Editions of A Tour on the Prairies 
 

 

 

21st Century Maps 
All of the national, state, and county roads are identified in 

detail as you follow the Tour Guide. 
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Are there other Washington Irving Trails? 

Washington IrviƴƎΩǎ Trail in New York 

Up the Hudson River 

 

Bottom - Born, Wall Street, New York City 

Middle - Beloved Home, Sunnyside on the Hudson 

Top - Burial, Sleepy Hollow Cemetery 

 

La Ruta Washington Irving in Spain 

La Ruta Washington Irving takes tourists from Seville to Granada. 
 www.spain.info  

http://www.spain.info/en_US/que-quieres/rutas/grandes-rutas/rutas/ruta_de_washington_irving.html
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What was it like in Oklahoma in 1832?  

SETTING  

In 1832 Fort Gibson looked much like the fort looks today.  It was rebuilt during the Great 
Depression. Your 21st Century Tour begins here. 

On the morning of the 8 of Oct, we reached the north side of Neosho or Grand River; and came in site of 

the numerous litt le log buildings, that compose  Fort Gibson lying on the opposite side of the river . . . the 

barracks were erected in a square form 700 by 800 feet . . . HLE 2 

In the autumn of 1832, the Arkansas, Grand, the Verdigris, the Cimarron (Red Fork), the North Canadian, the 
Deep Fork and all the feeder streams and creeks were the resting-places and campsites for the Tourists for 
twenty-nine days.  There were open prairies and deep woods, gentle ridges and bald hills.  Lofty trees forming 
thick canopies were the rule along the Arkansas River.  Dwarf forests of cast iron called the Cross Timber, IrvingΩs 
spelling, appeared as the Tourists approached the buffalo prairies. In 1825, the Osages had given over their 
lands to the Cherokees and to the Muscogee Creeks.  The Cherokees and Muscogee Creeks were here and so 
were the Osages. 
 
1832 was a time before the west knew of cameras, railroads, or highways. Eastern and western Indians met in 
curiosity, suspicion, and hostility along the Arkansas River.  Buffalo roamed. Cougar prowled. William IV was 
King of England and Victoria was a young girl; who will be queen. Washington Irving was an established and 
honored writer and a very young Charles Dickens was writing, but not published. 
 
The War of 1812 was long ago. The great Shawnee Chief Tecumseh was dead. The 4фΩers in their hundreds will 
pour out across these prairies and buffalo plains for gold. The Trails of Tears were nearing. In Illinois, the Black 
Hawk War was over.  Black Hawk received our Tourists, as they were traveling west.  A young man from Illinois 
won a first election to become an officer in that war.  His name was Abraham Lincoln.  The Mexican War and the 
Civil War were ahead.  Fort Gibson will feel those wars, but not yet.  Future enemies are still friends. In the fall of 
1832 Ellsworth reported in a letter that cholera was raging. 

. . . cholera has broken out among the Choctaw emigrating Indians who have reached Little Rock ς 
CJL HLE 91 (Appendix) 
 

The worst the Tourists developed on the Tour, were rashes and chronic diarrhea,annoyances, more comical 
than fearsome and there were the litt le blue pills for diarrhea. There were native plants to make you sleep or 
sweat and coarser ways of curing man and beast. 

My horse has thus far performed the journey very wellτHis back has occasionally swollen, but whenever 

the swelling appeared, Billet or Antoine plunged in a knife and by letting out the blood, the back 

immediately recovered ς HLE 99 

Mostly, the Tourists, the guides, and the rangers were happily healthy. 
. . . Our physician has become a useless piece of furniture. CP 41 

Missouri was a state; Arkansas was not. Washington, Jefferson, Adams and Monroe were gone. Madison remained.  
During the Tour, Andrew Jackson, friend to the poor white man, enemy to the Southeastern Indian Nations, was 
reelected President. There was no telegraph so the Tourists would know who won much later. 

In 1832 religion was everywhereΧ 
The churches are open sheds in which the people pray when the weather is good, or miserable little 

shacks into which they pile for the same reason when the weather is bad . . . much more numerous than 

they are beautiful. CP 32 
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TECHNOLOGY 
 

If you saw Washington Irving at work on his journal in the evenings before sleep, you would have seen pencils 
and pens in his hand.  άNotes Concerning the Far Westέ was his working title for the journals.  The journals 
themselves were small string bound books roughly 2.5 x 4 inches in size.  He purchased one particular brand 
before the trip, άLivermore, Hall & Company Approved Memorandum Books with Metallic Pencils.έ  It was still 
a hard task to write in ink, so his drawings were all in pencil. 

On the eastern waterways, even as far as Fort Gibson, steamboats were a common sight.  Irving and his 
friends traveled down the Ohio and on to the Mississippi on steamboats. There were so many steamboats 
on American rivers by 1832, that collisions were common. The first American train ride took place in 1825, 
just five years before IrvingΩs Tour.  Still, as a general rule, people traveled on or behind horses. 

On the Tour, there were two preserved foods, salted pork which they brought with them, and jerked meat 
which they salted and smoked on the trail. 

The soldiers had long poles over their fires covered with small pieces of venison, which had been salted a 

very littleτAfter the meat has been smoked a few hours, it is called jerked, and can be transported a 

great distance without damageτindeed, it is excellent to eat without any farther cooking . . . I often 

relieved my appetite by chewing a small slice of jerked venison. HLE 31 

Axes, knives, rifles, pistols, and cooking pots were used on the Tour.  Everything was carried by pack horse, not 
wagons. The Rangers brought their own weapons to Fort Gibson, ancient guns that might have been used in 
the Revolution and the latest and most up to date with revolving chambers and percussion caps instead of 
flintlocks. 

Stacks of rifles . . . leaning against . . . the trees, and saddles, bridles, and powder-horns hanging above 

them . . . WI 48 

Pourtalès carried a glass to see off into the distance, probably a monocular or a spyglass.  It could also be a 
binocular as Irving called it an opera glass in his Western Journals. The glass was used for safety and curiosity 
out on the open prairies. 

Were they Indians? If Indians, were they Pawnees? . . . Our conjectures were soon set at rest by 

reconnoitering the two horsemen through a small spyglass . . . WI 84 

Lighting in the east was by candles and lamps, as it was in the sett led west. Lighting on the prairie campsites 
was from immense fires. The rangers and the guides had kits to create their fires which they did even in 
pouring rain. 

-- spunk, & flint, & steel . . . the spunk, when fired by a spark from the steel will communicate a blaze to 

many dry objects, by a little blowing ς small dry sticks, are first added ς then larger limbs, until logs, are 

burnt with ease ς when there is no spunk, a piece of paper saturated with wet gun powder, will by the aid 

of a spark, communicate a blaze ς but, it is when the leaves are drenched with rain, when nothing dry, is 

seen around, that difficulties and delays beset you . . . once. . . I was wet άthrough & throughέ . . . my 

excellent servants . . . looked for an old dry tree ς the outer bark was wet ς but they cut into the tree, and 

found some light decayed wood, that was dry ς with . . . the help of dry roots which have been protected 

from the rains by the inclination of the tree . . . a fire was slow(l)y got up ς HLE 27 28 

We know that Ellsworth and Irving shaved each morning.  So there must have been razors with them or at 
least something as sharp as a razor.  And there was soap, though not often in use. 
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PLANT LIFE 

TREES 

The trees the journalists saw and recorded included (American) beeches, butternuts, wild cherries, 
cottonwoods, dogwoods, (American) elms, haws (hawthorns), hickory, black locusts and honey locusts, mimosa, 
(red) mulberries, blackjack oaks/scrub oaks (a scrubby tree), burr oaks, pin oaks, post oaks, pawpaws/ papocans, 
pecans, persimmons/plaquemines, pines, Chickasaw plums/sand plums/sand hill plums/sloes (eastern plums), 
poplars, sassafras, sumacs, sycamores/plane trees, walnuts, and willows. The plane trees that were mentioned 
were probably a variety of sycamore, common along the streets of London. 
 
Irving and his fellow Tourists never mentioned redbud or cedar. There are perhaps reasons why each of these 
was not mentioned.  The redbud shows its glory each spring.  In the fall it is a rather small kind of a tree and it 
fairly droops with long brown papery leaves.  So it is not as noticeable at the time the Tourists would have seen 
it.  It also was not common in IrvingΩs home in the northeast. 
 
Cedar trees, ubiquitous in the 21st Century, were controlled by the Indians with fire in the 19th. This was to 
shape the landscape for deer and to destroy insects and their eggs.  Cedar does not thrive when there is 
annual burning.  Probably the only place cedar was seen by Irving and his fellow Tourists was in a few deep 
canyons. 

. . . we observed, as on former nights, a dusky, red glow in the west, above the summits of the 

surrounding cliffs.  It was again attributed to Indian fires on the prairies . . . WI 75 

Then again on October 20, the fires blended in with the feeling of fall. 
The weather was verging into that serene but somewhat arid season called the Indian Summer.  There 

was a smoky haze in the atmosphere that tempered the brightness of the sunshine into a golden tint . . . 

This haziness was daily increasing, and was attributed to the burning of distant prairies by the Indian war 

parties. WI 106 107 

Osage Orange or Bois D'Arc or hedge apple or hedge or if you are very southern bodark, was not mentioned by 
the Tourists.  You will see Osage Orange Trees at the picnic ground at Fort Gibson and read more about this 
interesting tree. 
 
To identify the trees on the Tour, use the source Forest Trees of Oklahoma edited by Elbert L. Litt le, Jr., Chief 
Dendrologist (retired), published by the Oklahoma Forestry Services, State Department of Agriculture in 2002.  
Using the IrvingΩs list of trees, identification is easy using this source. The pen and ink drawings are beautiful and 
precise.  Seasonal colors are described.  Shape, size, and growing conditions are detailed. 
 

OTHER PLANTS 
One plant was everywhere at the beginning of the Tour, pea-vine or peavine or pea vine or pea-vines.  For 
horses, it was what catnip and milk together were for cats. When the horses werenΩt eating pea vines and 

gett ing plump, they were rolling in pea vines and getting happy. 

The horses banqueted luxuriously on the pea-vines, and some lay down and rolled amongst them. WI 41 

Pea-vines, perhaps Astragalus Canadencens, were plants of the eastern river bottoms. They began to play out 
mid trip and then the horses began to play out.  It is difficult to get a handle on just exactly what plant the 
journalists were talking about as they extolled the virtues of pea-vines. The possibility of the plant mentioned 
comes from Doyle McCoyΩs books on Oklahoma plants and from www.missouriplants.com. 

Here, at this season, they feed upon the pea-vine, a very nutritious plant which abounds in all the wooded 

alluvial grounds of ΨbottomsΩ of the Western Prairies. CJL 7 

http://www.missouriplants.com./
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Commissioner Ellsworth also understood the worth of pea vines. 
. . . At noon we stopped to rest our horses amidst pea vines (their most delicious food) . . . HLE 14 

Even before the coffee was gone, the Tourists enjoyed the plant life around them.  Sassafras tea with its 
miscellaneous collection of leaves is mentioned.  It smells a lot like root beer and is tolerable.  It is goldenrod tea 
though that is beloved. 

. . . my nerves cannot bear coffee, or East India tea, I asked him to gather the first he found . . . it is 

sudorific, gently stimulating and an active diureticτin large quantities it is a laxative.  HLE 17 

The scientific Latrobe gave goldenrod its scientific name, solidago odora.  He grieved when the supply of this 
delicious tea maker was exhausted. 

. . . flour, sugar, and salt, was all exhausted; the bundle of Ψsolidago odoraΩ which we had made use of as 

tea, had long been expended.  CJL 83 

At one point a scented brake of mint and sumac is described.  The plants that Irving 
and the other journalists saw and recorded included horse bean, brambles, buffalo 
grass, cane/canebrakes, golden rod, grape vines/sour grapes/ fox grapes/winter 
grapes, grass/buffalo grass, green briar/t ear blanket, mint, mistletoe, pea-vines, water 
lilies, and whortleberries. To help identify plants along the Tour, use Roadside Flowers 
of Oklahoma by Doyle McCoy, published by Doyle McCoy in Lindsay, Oklahoma in 
1976. This source is invaluable.  Mr. McCoy gives an accurate view of pea vine, his 
spelling. He gives a good description of the pea vine and a detailed color photograph.  
Other Tour plants described in this source are brambles/blackberries, goldenrod, his 
spelling, mint, mistletoe, sumac, and water lilies. 

GRASSLANDS, WOODLANDS, FORESTS 
The primary ecosystems of the Tour are the Prairie Grasslands, the Cross Timbers, and the River Bottom Forests.  
You will see them all on your Tour. 

Prairie Grasslands with Creek 
There are short grasslands, mixed grasslands, 
and tall grasslands. The Tour crossed the 
mixed grasslands, but in many places the tall 
grasses would rule.  Irving mentions grasses in 
general and buffalo grass in particular.  
Buffalo grass grows short, 8 to 10 inches, in 
dry uncultivated places.  Among the other 
grasses of the prairies of Oklahoma are 
Indiangrass, switchgrass, the little bluestem, 
and the big bluestem. The big bluestem can 
reach a height of six feet, eight feet, and 
more.  It is often called turkey foot because of 
the shape of its seed heads. Once the dense 

stands of big bluestem are established, they squeeze out other grasses. It has deep, deep roots and keeps 
neighboring grasses in the shade. It may well have been bluestem that the young Count experienced on 
October 21. 

. . . riverbanks were covered with grass so tall . . . the horses disappeared. CP 63 

Cross Timber Woodlands 
The tourists anticipated the Cross Timber with dread before it appeared and remembered it with distaste when 
it disappeared. The Cross Timber or Cross Timbers or Cross-Timbers or cross-timbers formed a formidable 
barrier.  You can still see the Cross Timbers on your Irving Tour. Watch for thick dwarf forests of post oak and 
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blackjack oak interspersed with cedar.  As you know, Irving would not have seen the cedar. Irving describes 
these woodlands as loathsome. 

. . . that scattered belt of forest land, about forty miles in width, which stretches across the country from 

north to south, from the Arkansas to the Red River . . . called the άCross Timber.έ WI 108 

Irving continued his comments. 
The Cross Timber . . .  a rough country of rolling hills, covered with scattered tracts of post-oak and black-

jack . . . fires made on the prairies by the Indian hunters . . .  penetrated these forests, sweeping in light 

transient flames along the dry grass, scorching and calcining the lower twigs and branches of the trees, 

and leaving them black and hard, so as to tear the flesh of man and horse . . . It was like struggling 

through forests of cast iron. WI 124 125 

River Bottom Hardwood Forests 

Today the ancient trees along OklahomaΩs waterways are majestic. The 
canopies still evoke the gothic arches of EuropeΩs spectacular cathedrals. In 
1832 on OklahomaΩs major rivers, the oaks, elms, and cottonwoods towered, 
willows danced, and vines laced.  It was in these places, with fertile soil, places 
rich with vegetation, that the horses reveled in pea-vine. 

We were overshadowed by lofty trees, with straight smooth trunks, like 

stately columns; and as the glancing rays of the sun shone through the 

transparent leaves . . . I was reminded of the effect of sunshine among 

the stained windows and clustering columns of a Gothic cathedral . . . 

there is a grandeur and solemnity in our spacious forests of the West, 

that awaken in me the same feeling I have experienced in those vast and 

venerable piles, and the sound of the wind sweeping through them, 

supplies occasionally the deep breathings of the organ. WI 41 

 

ANIMALS 
There are animals the Tourists exult about and those they mutter over.  A beautiful wild horse could send the 

entire encampment into a high state of excitement. A Prairie Dog Republic could make everyone walk the entire 

mile from the fireside to sightsee.  A snake of any kind was anathema at night.  Lice were not to be suffered. 

Birds The Tourists watched all the birds. They ate the turkeys and sometimes the prairie hens.  Other birds 

mentioned were Bustards, Cranes (snow white), Wood Ducks, Falcons, Wild Geese, Prairie Hens (chickens), 

Meadow Larks, Burrowing Owls, Owls, Pelicans, Quail, Ravens, Starlings, Swans, Turkeys, Vultures/ Turkey 

Buzzards. To identify any birds that Irving saw, use The Audubon Society Field Guide to North American Birds, 

Eastern Edition by John Bull and John Farrand, Jr., published by Alfred A. Knopf in New York in 1992. This is the 

book that stays beside the authƻǊΩǎ window to be used at a momentΩs notice if a new bird appears in the forest.  

It is a Chanticleer Press Edition.  A bird can be identified according to behavior, range, size, shape, diet, color, 

and wingspread. 

Fish The fish they saw included the Pickerel, Roache/Sunfish. With all the warm blooded game to choose from, 

the Tourists did not mention meals of fish. Once Mr. Latrobe did go fishing, but it didƴΩt seem fish met with the 

fire or the frying pan.  

Mr Latrobe tried angling in the creek which surrounded us with much success The fish were not large, but 
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plenty ς Pickerel swam around the hook but refused to bite ς Roache or sun fish were the only ones he 

caught ς even these were not cooked, such was our profusion of turkeys venison & Bear and Elk meat ς 
HLE 49 

Insects The insects were nearly quiet by the end of the Tour. The insects mentioned included Bees, Catydids 

(Katydids), Centipedes, Crickets, Grasshoppers, Lice (Louse), Mosquitoes, Moths, Wood Bugs. To identify these 

insects, use Insects and Spiders by John Farrand, Jr., published by Alfred A. Knopf in New York in 2003. This is A 

Chanticleer Press Edition of the National Audubon Society Pocket Guides. The color photographs are brilliant.  

There are also black silhouettes, short narratives, and a written description for identification. Also included are 

habitats, ranges, and life cycles. 

Mammals Domestic  Domestic animals were increasing in the farms established by the Creeks and the 

Cherokees. 

The numerous swine that started every now and then, by the side satisfied us that the Creeks had a great 

supply of Pork . . . HLE 11 

Dogs were everywhere.  Colonel A. P. Chouteau, their guide to the Fort, had eight dogs. The estimable Latrobe 

mentioned the fitting names he gave his dogs. 

. . . they all had appropriate names . . . among which, note Henry Clay, a greyhound; Jackson, a bull-dog; 

and Mrs. Trollope, a hound with a number of whelps. CJL 5 

Mammals Wild Sighting animals was an excellent and enjoyable pastime as was eating them.  TodayΩs 

tourists can sight many of these native animals as the travel through Tulsa and see the beautiful bronzes, gifts of 

NatureWorks.  Hunting these animals and capturing them was exciting and intense. The other mammals 

mentioned included Antelopes, Badgers, Bats, Bears, Grizzly Bears/Gristly Bears, Beavers, Prairie Wolves 

(Coyotes), Deer, Dogs, Prairie Dogs (A Republic of Prairie Dogs), Elk, Wild Horses, Horses, Marmots (Marmout), 

Moose, Ψtossoms (Opossums), Panthers/wildcats (Cougars), Raccoons, Skunks, Squirrels, Wolves.  To identify 

any of these mammals, use Mammals of North America by Noland W. Kays and Don E. Wilson, published by the 

Princeton University Press in Princeton, New Jersey in 2002. This is a well- photographed guide to North 

American mammals, their habits, and their tracks.  You can see many of these animals in Tulsa. Thanks to 

NatureWorks, beautiful bronze works of art are everywhere.  They are on the Arkansas River, IrvingΩs Trail 

through Tulsa, in abundance. 

Reptiles Rattlesnakes and Copperheads caused both fear and inquiry.  

Who were the people in Oklahoma in 1832?  

CHARACTERS   

In 1832, Irving met a motley crew. 
The Tourists described the Osages and the Muscogee Creeks in detail. They noted the squatters of 
European stock they saw and the blacks, slave and free, they spotted among the other frontier visitors and 
sett lers. 

Samuel HoustoƴΩs home, Wigwam Neosho was near the first miles of the Tour. He was soon to be the President 
of Texas, late the Governor of Tennessee, and just back from representing the Cherokees in Washington, D. C.  




